
CITY OF JEFFERSON 
ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Jefferson, Wisconsin (the City) has previously enacted Sign Usage 

Regulations as part of its zoning code; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City hereby finds that it is in the best interest of the 

City to clarify certain portions of its Sign Usage Regulations.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Jefferson, Wisconsin does hereby 
adopt the following ordinance (all references are to the City’s zoning code).  

 
Section 1. Section 300.09.27 Sign Permits: Application, Enforcement, and Revocation.   

A. Applicability.  
1. Paragraph (1) is abolished in its entirety.  
2. Paragraph (2) is re-numbered Paragraph 1 and is re-stated to read: No sign that 

requires City staff approval in Section 300.09.11 shall be erected, installed, 
constructed, or maintained without the granting of a permit from the 
building/zoning inspector in accordance with the provisions of this section.  

3. Paragraph 3 is re-numbered Paragraph 2; Paragraph 4 is re-numbered 
Paragraph 3; Paragraph 5 is re-numbered Paragraph 4; Paragraph 6 is re-
numbered Paragraph 5; Paragraph 7 is re-numbered Paragraph 6.   

B. Review Authority. This paragraph is abolished in its entirety and re-stated as 
follows: All signs which require approval of a sign permit by the building/zoning 
inspector or plan commission shall be reviewed according to the following 
evaluation factors:    
1. Conformance to the zoning and sign code.  
2. Minimization of conflict with vehicular or pedestrian circulation.  
3. Compatibility with the building characteristics, adjacent uses, and adjacent 

signs.   
4. Compatibility with the specific physical site conditions which warrant approval 

of the proposed sign.  
5. Materials and maintenance aspects.  
6. Legibility and visual clarity.   

 
Section 2. Section 300.09.05E Prohibited Signs. 

A. Paragraphs 4 and 5 are both abolished in their entireties.  
B. The remaining paragraphs of this Section are re-numbered accordingly.  

 
Section 3. Section 300.09.09 Fuel Price Signs. 

A. Paragraph B(1) is amended to allow names, logos, or symbols to be a maximum of 
30 square feet in size and must face a public right-of-way.  

B. Paragraph B(2) is abolished in its entirety and the remaining provision is re-
numbered accordingly. 

 
Section 4. Section 300.09.35 Nonconforming Signs. 

A. Paragraph C(2) is abolished in its entirety and is re-stated to read: Altering a sign 
does not include maintaining the existing appearance of the sign; changing the 
appearance of the sign face; replacing the sign face of the supporting structure with 



identical materials, colors, and messages; changing the message of a changeable 
copy sign, replacing the changeable copy portion of the sign with an electronic 
message sign (and supporting electric component) of the same size; or changing 
the face of an off-premise advertising sign (billboard).  

B. Paragraph C(3) is abolished in its entirety and is restated to read: A tenant sign may 
be replaced to accommodate a new tenant without triggering the need to bring the 
entire sign, or any of its parts, into compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.  

 
Section 5. Section 300.09.05F Other Definitions. 

A. The definition of the term “maintain” is abolished in its entirety and is re-stated to 
read: 
Maintain: Maintaining the existing appearance of the sign; replacing the sign face 
or the supporting structure with identical materials, colors and messages; changing 
the message of a changeable copy sign; replacing the changeable copy portion of 
the sign with an electronic message sign (and supporting electronic components) 
of the same size or changing the face of an off-premise advertising sign (billboard). 
 

Section 6. Figure 300.09.11a Permanent Business Sign Group. 
A. This provision is amended to require the approval for new monument, dual-post, 

pylon, wall, awning, canopy, marquee, projecting and order board signs to City 
Staff. 

Section 7. Figure 300.09.11c Permanent Miscellaneious Sign Group. 
A. This provision is amended to require the approval of new metal plaque, permanent 

plat, and institutional information signs to City Staff.  
 

Approved this ____ day of________________, 2025. 
  
        By:      
 
 
 
               


